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I am from New Zealand, and have lived in Japan for 13 years.
My BA is a double major in English Literature and English
Language from Victoria University of Wellington, where | also
received a postgraduate Diploma in TESOL. My MA is in
English Linguistics from Osaka University of Foreign Studies. |
am currently working on my PhD through the University of
Melbourne. | have taught at Matsuyama University, Tohoku
Koeki Bunka University (3234 SRECT), and nowAkita University.

My research interests include wvocabulary, formulaic
language, language testing, and complex systems. | became
interested in vocabulary acquisition in a TESOL course taught by
Paul (1.S.P) Nation. 1 am particularly interested in the
measurement of vocabulary learning in the classroom, which
lead to my interest in language testing. | developed a bilingual
version of the vocabulary levels test for low-level Japanese
learners of English, a conversation test of formulaic language use,
and have been involved in the development of various other tests
and examinations. | am also interested in formulaic language
(phrases that behave more like vocabulary items), which
research suggests is a large part of daily language use. | think this
offers some very interesting possibilities for language teaching.
Complexity theory is based on a Darwinian view of natural
systems. It views languages as social constructs, which evolve
over time through the interaction of individuals. My PhD
research is based on a complex systems approach to the use of
formulaic language in the speech of students in a study abroad
program.
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Old bookworm
ponders between lines. ..
snow country

TERATINA LA D ]
(prize-winning from Akita International Haiku Network
FRAEREAD « J1IB0 - SR> s —2 H)
[J Yasushi Sato Ve R
With shorter days
Moslems hurriedly walking
to go to pray
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Its always exciting to encounter new people and
experience new things, particularly when we get some
inspiration from them. Adrian sensei’s research and
Ueda sensei’s report from Boston would be surely
among them to you as well. “Foreign Language
Activities” at elementary school is one of the hottest
issues in English education. We hope this issue has
given you some useful information. Warm yourself so
as not to catch cold. (Masako SASAKI)
Editorial board: Yoshimi MIYAKE, Yukiko UEDA, Masako SASAKI



