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1. Before Coming to Japan

This section explains the immigration and foreign resident registration procedures,
which must be followed by all foreign researchers, mainly, Foreign Researchers,
Visiting Foreign Researchers, and overseas researchers who have been awarded
the Invitation Fellowship Program for Research in Japan sponsored by the Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS). Information in this handbook does
not apply to those who have come under the JSPS’s Postdoctoral Fellowship for
Foreign Researchers Eligible researchers will generally stay in Japan for a period
of time exceeding three months in order to work and conduct academic research
at Akita University. If you are a foreign researcher who does not fall into the above
categories, please contact the Academic Research Division or other personnel in
charge of administrative affairs in your Faculty.

*For those current Faculty & Staff who are inviting foreign researchers:

O Confirm that you are following university regulations concerning
foreign researchers, which include paying for travel & research
expenses, salaries, other applicable financial rewards, etc.

Contact the personnel in charge of general administrative affairs in your

Faculty. Inform them how you are going to invite foreign researchers in

accordance with the university regulations and how travel expenses, salaries

rewards, research expenses will be paid for. Please note that researchers

may fail to be reimbursed for their expenses if the relevant personnel in

charge is not notified at least a month before the researchers are due to be

hired.

O Foreign Researchers
In order to be invited and hired as full time researchers, the current
faculty/staff sponsoring the researcher is responsible for passing along the
employment agreement between the researcher and the university. Thus,
the sponsoring faculty/staff must submit the required documents to the
Human Resources Division via the respective general administrative affairs
personnel in your Faculty. Researchers being paid a salary from Akita
University must not be receiving any form of salary from their home
institutions.
O  Visiting Foreign Researchers

They can identify themselves as official university affiliated “Researchers”
and are allowed to conduct academic research activities in Akita University.
However, they receive no salary payments from Akita University (e.g.,
overseas researchers who have been hired under the “Postdoctoral
Fellowship for Foreign Researchers” by JSPS)

O Submitting preliminary check sheets for Japanese Security Export
Control
The sponsoring faculty/staff has to submit the check sheets to the
International Affairs Division via personnel in charge of general
administrative affairs in his/her Faculty.

O Arranging accommodation
For foreign researchers the university has an accommodation named the
“International House”. The sponsoring faculty/staff must first confirm that
rooms are available before they apply for an apartment with the International
Affairs Division’s International Student Support Section on behalf of the
researcher. Due to the limited number of available rooms, rooms are
available for up to one year, in principle.
For more details, please refer to “2-5 Accommodation in Japan” in the

section of “ReqUifements for Entering e Stayinginvapan (page 10).

O Necessary Iltems

Inkan stamp: Please inform the new researchers that these are often
required for official documents.
If the new researcher plans to purchase bedding, please advise
them how and where to do so.

1-1 Procedures for Entering Japan

@ Obtaining a visa

To enter Japan, it is necessary for foreigners to obtain a visa in advance. This
will ensure their proper residence status, based on their research activities and
determine their length of stay. This must be done at a Japanese Embassy (or
consulate) in their home country.

For foreign researchers who plan to stay in Japan long term, it may take two to
three months or even longer to process a visa application after they have
submitted their application. You should therefore check with the embassy or
consulate about the application procedures and submit your application well in
advance of your intended departure date.

In addition, (if you are not a tourist-visa holder), you may be required to obtain a
Certificate of Eligibility issued by the Ministry of Justice, Immigration Bureau of
Japan. With a “Certificate of Eligibility” in advance, your application for a visa will
be processed faster. Your proxy in Japan (generally, a member of the faculty/staff
in your host institute) can also apply for this certificate at the Immigration Bureau
of Japan on your behalf.

Bedding:
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® Residence Status
Most of the foreign researchers, who conduct academic research activities at
Akita University, are assigned one of the following four resident statuses:

“professor,” “researcher,” “cultural activities,” or “temporary visitor.”
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Residence . L Period of
Authorized Work while in Japan
Status Stay
Research, research guidance, or other educational
o . . . - . 1 year or
Professor activities at Akita University or affiliated educational 3 years
research institutes/foundations in Japan.
Research activities performed under a contract with
Researcher | public or private institutions in association with Akita 1 year or
University, etc. (excluding activities described under 3 years
the status of “Professor”).
Non-salaried academic or artistic activities; expenses
Cultural covering your stay in Japan may be paid by 6 months
Activities organizations inside or outside Japan or by the orl year
applicant themselves.
Stay in Japan with the purpose of attending an Within 90
Temporary international symposium, etc. days of
Visitor * Tourist visas do not require applying for a Certificate arriving
of Eligibility. in Japan
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http://www.customs.go.jp/zeikan/pamphlet/index.htm

For more details, please contact a Japanese Embassy (or consulate) in your

home country.

1-2 Insurance

If you are not insured, when you receive medical treatment in Japan, you will have
to pay a large amount of money. If you are enrolled in any sort of insurance in your
home country, make sure whether your insurance is available for ilinesses/injuries
during your their stay in Japan. If not, we recommend that you purchase traveler’s
insurance, before you come to Japan.

Also in Japan, there are two types of health insurance. One is health insurance
that is provided by your employer. The other is national health insurance.
Researchers with a visa residence status other than “temporary visitor” who must
be enrolled in the national health insurance, if you are not insured by the former
type of insurance. For more details, please refer to “2-1 Legal Procedures / 3.
Enrolling in Health Insurance” in the section of “Requirements for Entering &

Staying in Japan” (page 5).

1-3 Prohibited, Controlled and Restricted items in Japan

There are a number of items prohibited and/ or restricted to be brought into Japan;
materials violating intellectual property rights, firearms, illegal drugs, etc. If you
bring them into Japan, you will be severely punished by law.

For more details on prohibited/restricted items Japan, please visit the following
website of the customs office.

€ Customs office

http://www.customs.go.jp/zeikan/pamphlet/index.htm
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