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2-2 Legal procedures

@ Changing Your Residence Status

If foreign nationals would like to quit their official stated research/ work activity and
concentrate on an activity that differs from the one authorized under their current
residence status, they have to receive approval to change their residence status.
Applications to change residence status will not always be approved.

You cannot earn an income by engaging in business activities that are not allowed
under your residence status, without obtaining permission to do so, which may
result in changing your current residence status. If you do so, you are subject to
punishment and/or deportation by law.

@ Extending Your Period of Stay

Upon your entry into Japan, both your residence status and your period of stay are
determined. Non-Japanese citizens are only allowed to stay in Japan within the
period of time authorized by immigration. If you would like to remain in Japan
beyond your authorized period of stay under the same residence status, you need
to take the necessary measures to obtain a visa extension.

In order to do so, you should apply to renew your period of stay at the immigration
bureau, before your authorized period of stay expires (applications are accepted
from three months before the expiration date). When you submit the application,
you need to present your passport, Residence Card and other documents. For
more details, please check with the regional immigration bureau close to your
residence. Information in English is available online.

Anyone who stays in Japan beyond their authorized period of stay is subject to
punishment and/or deportation by law.

CAUTION:
Even if you file an application to change your residence status or to extend your
visa, even before your period of stay expires, it does not mean that your
application is automatically accepted. If your application is not completely
processed within two months after the expiration date stated on your current
visa, you will be considered an illegal resident. Your application should be
made well in advance to avoid any problems.

@Leaving the Country Temporarily and Re-entry

If you wish to briefly leave Japan for any reason (private or personal) do not forget
to notify your sponsoring faculty/staff and respective administrative staff in
your Faculty in advance. Notifying them is definitely needed, especially in the
event of an emergency or natural disaster. In addition, if you stay in Japan in
association with the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, we have to

submit the necessary documents concerning your travel to JSPS.

<A “special re-entry” permit system>

Foreign nationals in possession of a valid passport and residence card who will be
reentering Japan within 1 year of their departure to continue their activities in
Japan will, in principle, not be required to apply for a re-entry permit (this is called
a “special re-entry” permit.) You are not able to extend that permit while abroad.
Please note that you will lose your resident status if you fail to re-enter Japan
within 1 year of your departure. Be sure to present your residence card at the

port of entry/ departure.
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