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2-5 Living in an Accommodation in Jap
@ Types of Housing for Akita University Foreign Researchers
For researchers, there are ten apartments available in Building A of the
International House on the university campus: 5 apartments for single persons, 3

apartments for married couples and 2 apartments for families. We typically receive

so many applications that we have not been able to provide accommodations to
all the applicants. Please check on their availability in advance with International
Student Support at the International Affairs Division (E-mail:
ryugaku@jimu.akita-u.ac.jp) or through your sponsoring faculty/ staff.

# International House http://www.pcix.akita-u.ac.jp/inter/in_guide.html
Eligibility: In principal, the apartments are available from one month up to one
year (no extensions allowed)

Application: Applications should be made through the researcher's sponsoring

faculty/staff (or, respective personnel in charge in the researcher’s Faculty).

O Rent payments
+ International House (Building A for singles) ...
- International House (Building A for couples) ...
- International House (Building A for families) ...

7,554 yen/month
23,664 yen/month
32,452 yen/month

If you move in/out of your apartment in the middle of the month, your
apartment rent will be calculated on a pro-rated basis.

Payments for your rent should be made at the accounting/procurement
desk by the 20" of each month.

Should you have any questions, please contact personnel in charge of
International Student Support at the International Affairs Division.

O  Utility charges, etc.
Residents in the International House are required to make their payments
for electricity/water to personnel in charge of International Students
Support at the International Affairs division. (As far as the city gas is
concerned, you have to make a contract with Tobu Gas (phone:
018-889-6595) **the tenant must be present when the gas company
representative comes to turn on the gas.
Besides electricity/water charges, you have to pay 2,500 yen each month
for the operating cost of the International House, which is used to keep the
building clean and hygienic.

@ Public Housing
Around Akita City, there are two types of public housing: the prefecture-run
housing and the city-run housing. They are constructed mainly for families.
For more details, please refer to the following.
1. Prefectural
€ Akita Prefectural Architecture & Housing Center: phone 018-836-7850
http://www.pref.akita.lg.jp/www/contents/1136349094852/index.html
2. Akita City/ Municipal
€  Akita City urban/housing development section: phone 018-866-2134
http://www.city.akita.akita.jp/city/cs/hs/akiya.htm

® Private Housing/ Private Apartments
In general, private housing is divided into two types. Usually neither are furnished
S0 you must purchase the necessary furniture yourself.

1. Apartments: Most of the apartments consist of one to three rooms with a
toilet/ bathroom and a kitchen. Rental rates vary according to the facility
and location.

2. Houses for rent: Most of the houses are “Japanese style.”

O Renting private housing

If you plan on searching for private housing, you will probably need to use the

services of the university co-op or a real estate agent, in order to find housing that

suits your needs. When searching for and renting real estate in Japan, you have to

go through a number of customs unique to Japan, which foreigners find difficult to

understand. Thus, we highly recommend that you ask a Japanese person to

accompany you for the negotiation, not negotiating with a real estate agent on

your own right.

You can also look for private housing, by using the Internet or housing information

magazines, etc. If you find something that meets your needs, you can negotiate

directly with an information provider by phone, etc.

€ Akita University Co-op for information on apartments
http://www.akita.u-coop.or.jp/living/
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O Rent-related Costs

Various kinds of fees and deposits are required, when you rent real estate in
Japan. These may include tetsuke-kin (holding deposit) and shiki-kin (security
deposit), rei-kin (key money) and chukai-assenryé (real estate agent’s fee), that
you are supposed to pay when signing a contract.

Tetsuke-kin is a deposit paid to a landlord in advance of signing a rental contract
to show that you intend to reside on the property. (This deposit may not be
refunded, if you cancel your reservation.) Tetsuke-kin is used to compensate part
of the rent-related fees, when you sign a contract. In signing a contract, you have
to pay shiki-kin and rei-kin, as well as a one-month rent in advance to the landlord.
If you use the services of a real estate agent, you will also need to pay
chukai-assenryd to the agent at the same time.

The amounts of these fees and deposits can vary by district and type of property.
As a general guideline, it is recommended to prepare enough money, which
amounts to nearly five to six-month rent payments including a one-month rent
payment, when you sign a contract.

The table below shows you the breakdown of the fees required in signing a
contract and whether or not you can get any refunds.

Fee/ Deposit Amognt Refundable Description
Required

Shiki-kin About 1-3 Yes Shiki-kin is intended to cover

(security months possible unpaid rents. The

deposit) rent landlord may use this deposit
to compensate the costs to
clean an apartment or repair
and replace fixtures, when the
tenant moves out. The
remaining balance, if any, is
refunded to the tenant, but in
some cases, the tenant may
be billed for additional costs.

Rei-kin (key About 1-2 No Paid to the landlord as a

money) months gesture to thank him/her for

rent giving the right to use his/her

property. Some of the
landlords do not charge this
fee.

Chukaiassenryé | About 1 No Paid to the real estate agent

(real estate month rent as a commission.

agent’s fee)

Advance rent 1 month No This rent may be calculated on

rent a pro-rated basis, when you

move in an apartment in the
middle of the month.

*Please note that rates differ from apartment to apartment. There are no
established uniform rates.

Besides the above payments, some of the landlords require you to buy fire
insurance. If you do not do so, you are not able to make a contract to rent an
apartment.

G+ O+O+O ¢
Shiki-kin Rei-kin Chukai-assenry 1 month

(security deposit) (key money) 6 (real estate rent

agent’s fee o
g ) signing a contract

O Rental Contract Procedures and Precautions

Once details have been established between a landlord and a tenant, a rental
agreement will be prepared by a realtor.

An inkan stamp (or a signature) is required to conclude an agreement. Since a
rental agreement is legally binding, once it is signed, make sure that you
thoroughly understand its terms and conditions before you stamp (or sign) it.

In general, rental contracts require a guarantor (hoshonin). You will, therefore,
need to ask a qualified person (such as your sponsoring faculty/ staff) to be your
guarantor.

As most of the rental contracts are written in Japanese, it is highly recommended
that you ask your guarantor or another Japanese person to accompany you, when
you sign it.

Total amount required in

H
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O Rent and Other Fees

After you move in, you will need to pay rent, maintenance fees and utility charges,

YUEd, etc. every month.

D RE TEL, BEELTCARLLNTT @ Rent (yachin): Here in Japan, it is customary to pay your rent on a monthly
o - N N basis.

@ ##uH HBBLET— FEETHBORT, BE TLA— |

B—, MIGEEFLEORARDOHRE - EEDO-OITEARLT

Maintenance fee (kyoeki-hi): Maintenance fee covers the costs to

maintain and manage common facilities, such as hallways, stairways,

S D= _— 3 = A= —_——
NELESERADODIET, RELEFAMNZHEYET, elevators, outdoor lighting and other shared facilities in the apartment
@ a#HE: BR AR, KELGLEOHEFAHHELEEIRTL building. This fee is billed apart from the rent and has to be paid by each

FY. AAMPEE, TATIARYBRSSHGEIERANEXILD

of the tenants.

BENMHYFET, WA EIL RITAENMOBEIRE, F1- @ Utility charges (kokyo-ryokin): Utilities charges such as fees for electricity,
X2 Rti4E BER QAVE-IVARMPHETKIS ZEM gas and water services are called kokyo-ryokin. These fees are paid to
cEFd each service/ utility company. You can make payments for these bills
through an automatic bank transfer, as well as a financial institution, a
post office or a convenience store, etc.
OBK
- BEMORILBEDICEVEDOE THERICK > THEARMRBRFHREZL O Electricity
TLEELY, Contact Tohoku Electric Power Co., Inc. and take the necessary
- FEARE, 15AIC1EXILVET, procedures following their instructions.
QHEIE -FE EFE 0120—175—266 Fees are calculated each month.
http://www.tohoku-epco.co.jp/callcenter/index.html ¢ Tohoku Electric Power Co., Inc.  Phone: 0120-175-266
http://www.tohoku-epco.co.jp/callcenter/index.html
O#FR
O Gas

- I K YT AR ETONRVHAD 2 EAHY T,

FEARRE, HREUKICHARICIEES CENRETT, BHEICH-

EHREMNELLEY FShTWSHREREL, t/FELTHERLTKL

k- A

FRALGVWEZRRITTREZHADLICLZHEBOLET,
HRARNBEOLNDIGEEIE, BONEIOANBEZ F1TV, BE
YDAREHDY—ERRT— 3 VITEHKLTLLEELY,

There are two types of gas services: city gas and propane gas. Before you
can start using the gas service, you have to be present, when the gas
company staff opens a main valve at your home. Make sure that the
appropriate gas appliances are correctly installed, before using them. You
have to pay careful attention when using these appliances.

*When you do not use gas, it is highly recommended that you close

the gas valve.

If you suspect a gas leak, air out your premises immediately and contact the

KT7N—hERODEEE, THHAR] » TTONRVHRX (LPG)
NEERELTLESYL, TONVHREIBHARLY LHEENE L
YEI,

OHRIBHRDIFEA H:018—-832—-6595
http://www.tobugas.co.jp/

closest service station of the gas company.
*When deciding upon an apartment, make sure to find out whether your
apartment uses “city gas” or “propane gas (LPG).” Propane gas costs more
than city gas.
4 Tobu Gas Phone: 018-889-6595
http://www.tobugas.co.jp/

OsKiE
- BEMOKERICEVEDE, HBRICH > CHEABBTHEEELT 0 Water
<A Contact your local waterworks bureau and take the necessary

procedures following their instructions.

- BARDKEKEZEDEFEFRLC ZENTEFT,
-FRARE2 7 BI2TEZRLVETS,

OMHEANLTKER ‘8 5 :018—-823—-8431 *
http://www.city.akita.akita.jp/city/ws/default.htm

Tap water in Japan is safe for drinking.

The water charge is calculated every 2 months.
Waterworks Bureau, Akita City Phone: 018-823-8431
http://www.city.akita.akita.jp/city/ws/default.htm

@DEEFEIEICEHT 5FEFI1E Precautions concerning daily living customs
HADOXIE, £FEEEINEDOLDOELEELYEST, BROEREEE
[ZIE+AHES OBV LET, BFICROAITEELTLLZEL,

Japanese culture and customs are different from those of foreign
countries. Thus, you are asked to observe Japanese customs in daily life
with great care. Particular attention should be given to the following

points.

O##s
BAROSEILERE G-, RENOHEDREITEELTIEEL,
EERNOTRICRRETOICEEHBOLETS,

O Ventilation
Due to the high level of humidity in Japan, you need to prevent mold from
developing inside your home. It is recommended to keep your home well

ventilated on a regular basis.

OEHROF AN

HE BEREEEHBLEZYEBELEZY LIGEAIE BETBETS
DBERHYET, HROBESBECHE SR, FrEsEz L0
BEICIEDTERICREICTHEZEZH/TILEL,

O Interior care

If you damage or soil the property or its furnishings, you are responsible for
paying for the repairs. If you need to repair furnishings in your home or wish to
make any renovations, you have to obtain permission from your landlord in

advance.

g
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[0 Co-habitation
If you have someone with whom you would like to live with, you have to obtain

permission from your landlord in advance.

O Things to do before you leave your residence
As a general rule, you have to give your landlord advance notice at least
one to two months before you move out of your residence. If your
notice is given at the last minute, you may be charged the next
month’s rent, even if you do not use the residence.
In principle, you have to leave your residence in the same condition as
when you initially moved into it.
Do not forget to cancel your utility services, such as electricity, gas and
water, and pay those bills, before you move out.
All the garbage must be properly disposed, before you leave your
residence. For more details, please refer to the section of “When

returning to your own country” (page 19).

O Garbage disposal
There are a number of specified rules for disposing of household garbage. Please
consult your landlord or the website/brochure, etc. of your local government on

garbage disposal and follow the rules.

The ways of separating the garbage in Akita City are as follows:

@ Garbage categories: Combustible garbage, Non-combustible garbage,
bulky garbage, recyclable garbage (paper, bottles, cans, etc.), plastic
bottles

@ Garbage collection days: Collection days and times are specified for each
category of garbage.

@ Collection station: Garbage-collection stations are also specified for each
district.

@ Garbage disposal bags: Use garbage disposal bags recognized by the
City.

These bags are sold at supermarkets/convenience stores, etc. The
translucent bags with green letters are used for recyclable garbage, while
the yellow bags for combustible garbage.
€ See the Environment Division’s “Ways of disposing of garbage:”
http://www.city.akita.akita.jp/city/ev/tr/14bunbetsu.htm
Note: When it comes to disposing of large-sized garbage, call personnel in

charge of bulky garbage at the Akita City Hall and follow their instructions.

2-6 Daily Life in Japan

@ Opening an account at a bank/ Japan Post Bank
Once you have opened a savings account at a bank or Japan Post Bank, you can
use it to receive your paychecks and to make payments for utility bills and credit
cards through automatic bank transfers, etc.
Opening an Account at a Bank
Items required at many of the banks:
(You should check on them with a bank, because each bank requires different
items.)
a. Passport
b. National health insurance card or Residence card
c. Personal seal (inkan-stamp). (Some banks require only your signature.)

d. Cash for the first deposit

Opening an Account through the Japan Post Office Bank
a. Residence card
b. Personal seal (inkan-stamp) or signature

c. Cash for deposit

* To open a bank account, an inkan stamp is usually used instead of a signature in
Japan. Stamping your inkan on a document has the same effect as signing it. You

should keep it in a safe place.

.
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