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Required Items Additional documents might be required
@ Valid driver's license issued by your country of origin
* |f there is no date of issue written on the license, authoritative proof
showing the date of issue is required.
@ Japanese translation for your driver's license.
In some cases this may be obtained from your embassy/ consulate. In
other cases a translation can be done by JAF’s international support desk.
http://www.jaf.or.jp/inter/translation/index.htm.
Passport
Residence card
One ID photo taken within the last six months (3 cm X 2.4 cm)
Application fees are as follows: (as of December, 2011)
Ordinary passenger vehicles: examination charge 2,400 yen, driving test

CNOROR®)

fee 1,000 yen, issuing commission 2,100 yen *These are applicable for
those who have passed the tests at the first trial. Motorcycles:
examination charge 2,950 yen, driving test fee 1,650 yen, issuing
commission 2,100 yen.

€ Procedures related to driver’s license (these may also be viewed on the
National Police Agency website)
http://www.npa.go.jp/annaillicense_renewal/home.html (Japanese only)
€ The Japan Automobile Federation (JAF) sells a booklet “Rules of the Road”
in five foreign languages: English, Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese and
Korean (1,000 yen each).
Japan Automobile Federation (JAF):
http://www.jaf.or.jp/
Automobile insurance:
There are two kinds of automobile insurance: Automobile liability insurance
(compulsory) and personal insurance (optional). In Japan, all the owners of
motor vehicles are legally obligated to be covered by compulsory automobile
liability insurance. However, since an owner of a vehicle who causes an
accident may be required to pay a large amount of money for medical care
and/or compensations, it is strongly recommended that you also purchase
optional personal insurance. For more information on optional insurance,
contact an insurance company.
To make an insurance claim, you need a certificate of a traffic accident
issued by the police.

® Bicycles

Similar to automobiles, there are a number of rules for riding a bicycle. If you
violate those rules, you might be punished. You are not allowed to ride your
bicycle in a dangerous fashion: riding a bicycle while using a cell-phone, under the
influence of alcohol, or in a way that inhibits pedestrian traffic. Moreover, be sure
to use bicycle parking lots or other designated areas, when you park your bicycle.
If you do not do so, your bicycle may cause disturbance to traffic and be
confiscated. In order to prevent your bicycle from being stolen, do not forget to
lock your bicycle. Finally, all bicycles are required to have some form of headlights
to be used at night.

| 2-7 Education |

O Nursery School

Japanese nursery schools are for pre-school aged children. Nursery schools
might accept children from younger than 1 year-old until the age of 6. Fees are
determined according to the parents’/ guardians' income. There are two types of
nursery schools: those approved by the local school board and those
non-approved. You should clarify this prior to enrolling your child.

Prerequisites

In order to have your child enrolled in a nursery school you both need to be
registered as residing in Akita City. Secondly, you have to prove that you are not
able to take care of your child, because of work, illness, etc.

How to Apply

Apply at the Child Care Section at the Akita City Hall or directly at the nursery
school. Taking documents proving the reasons why you must have a nursery
school care for your child during the day (e.g., employment reasons, school
certificate, etc.) and the official document stating your annual income (e.g.,
withholding certificate, etc.).

4 Child Care Section, Akita City Hall
http://www.city.akita.akita.jp/city/ch/wf/hoiku.htm
*For more details, please contact a nursery school that you would like to

apply to.
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O Kindergarten

Kindergartens are for children between the ages of 4 and 6. (Some kindergartens
might accept 3 year-olds). Unlike nursery schools, they provide relatively shorter
hours of services.

€ Child Care Section, Akita City Hall
http://www.city.akita.akita.jp/city/ch/wf/hoiku.htm

*For more details, please contact a kindergarten that you would like to apply to.

O Elementary school, junior high school, and high school

Enrolling in an elementary school or a junior high-school:

The Japanese law mandates that children must attend elementary school for six
years (between ages 6 and 12) and a junior high-school for three years (between
ages 12 and 15). Although this law has no binding power over foreign nationals,
foreign children can enroll in a public school in Japan, by going through the
necessary application procedures. If you would like to have your children attend a
public school, contact the Akita City Board of Education.

€ Akita City Board of Education: Phone 018-866-2243

(e-mail: ro-edsw@city.akita.akita.jp)

Enrolling in a high-school

High school education is not compulsory in Japan. In Japan, there are three types
of high-schools: national, public, and private high schools, each of which offers
different educational programs. In order to enroll in a high school in Japan, an
applicant must have educational backgrounds that go beyond junior high school
education in Japan.

€ Contact for high-school education

Akita Prefecture Board of Education:
http://www.pref.akita.lg.jp/www/genre/0000000000000/100000000026
4f/index.html#pagetop

(e-mail: info@mail2.pref.akita.jp)

2-8 Facilities on Campus (Universi

There are two libraries in Akita University: the main library and a branch library on
the Faculty of Medicine’s campus.

URL: http://www.lib.akita-u.ac.jp/

Open: Monday - Friday 8:30 — 21:00
Saturday, Sunday and holidays 10:00 — 17:00

The libraries are closed on Saturdays and Sundays during semester break/
school break and on all national holidays. The libraries are also closed on special

examination days, inquire at the library or on the library’s website for more details.

@ Library Card

If you would like to burrow books, a library card is required. In order to have a
library card issued, you have to bring documents stating your employment period
at Akita University., however there is no restriction on simply entering the library

for leisure.

® Books on Loan
In the libraries, you can use technical books for research, academic journals and

newspapers inside/outside of Japan, etc.
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